
Free resources for theme!
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This is my top recommended resource for everything you need 
to teach theme! It includes posters, graphic organizers, texts 
(short texts, long texts, paired texts), and small group activities, 
including task cards! Click here or on the image to check it out!

Need More Activities for 
Teaching Theme?
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Use these bookmarks to have students 
remember what theme is and help them 
apply it to their independent books.



A theme is a lesson or real-world 
connection that a reader gets 
from reading a story. 

It is usually not stated by the 
author and must be inferred. 
Themes can be inferred through 
character actions and dialogue, 
as well as plot events.

Common Themes:
 Be prepared.
 Practice and persistence 

pays off.
 Mistakes are learning 

opportunities.
 Honesty is the best policy.
 Differences can bring us 

together.

Theme

Theme Text Evidence

Organize your thoughts!
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Use these mats to have students dig 
deeper with theme while reading in 

small groups or independently



Main Problem or Challenge Character’s Response to the Problem/Challenge

Using the above information, determine the theme of the story.

Identifying Theme
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Identifying Theme
Theme Textual Evidence

Other Possible Themes
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Themes in literature
What is a possible theme? How do the characters contribute to the theme?

How does the setting contribute to the theme? How do the events of the plot contribute to the theme?
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Themes in literature
What is a possible theme? Explain how the author developed the theme.
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Use these printables to have students 
track the themes in stories they read



w
w

w
.J

en
ni

fe
rF

in
d

le
y.

co
m

Identifying Theme
Name: _________________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Title Theme Textual Evidence



Themes in 
literature

Name: __________________________________

Date: ________________

Name: __________________________________

Date: ________________
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Themes in 
literature
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Credits:

This resource was created by Jennifer Findley. It may be printed and photocopied for single 
classroom use. It may not be put on the Internet, sold, or distributed in any form.  Check out my store 
for more resources that are common core aligned.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.

Thanks! 
Jennifer Findley
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