
©
Je

n
n
ife

r 
Fi

n
d

le
y

Close Reading
If… Then…

Students are not actively 

engaged and motivated in 

repeated readings of the 

same text…

• assign specific annotating directions for 

each read

• make the close reading process hands-on 

with annotation tools

• move close reading instruction and 

practice to a small-group setting

• complete the additional reads on different 

days

Students are not completing 

multiple readings…

• adjust and/or add rigor to questions for 

each read to ensure the students do need 

to dig back into the text

• color-code the annotations for each read

• remind students of the purposes and 

benefits of close reading

Students are not thinking 

about what they are reading 

as they are reading…

• have specific annotation directions for 

each read that will both scaffold the 

students as they are reading and help them 

focus on and comprehend the text

Students are not able to 

reach deep levels of analysis 

or think as deeply as 

standards require…

• embed support through teacher modeling, 

hands-on components, and specific 

annotation directions that lead the 

student to higher levels

• provide regular opportunities to practice 

close reading in general and to practice 

the same close reading strategies with new 

texts



Need Close Reading 
Resources?

Grade Level TeachersPayTeachers Hand2Mind

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Close-Reading-Passages-and-Prompts-1517819
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Close-Reading-Passages-and-Prompts-1517819
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Close-Reading-Passages-and-Prompts-4525902
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Close-Reading-Passages-and-Prompts-4525902
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Close-Reading-Passages-and-Prompts-740122
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Close-Reading-Passages-and-Prompts-740122
https://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=923834&u=2101943&m=68259&urllink=www.hand2mind.com/CloseReadingG5&afftrack=
https://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=923834&u=2101943&m=68259&urllink=www.hand2mind.com/CloseReadingG5&afftrack=
https://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=923834&u=2101943&m=68259&urllink=www.hand2mind.com/CloseReadingG3&afftrack=
https://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=923834&u=2101943&m=68259&urllink=www.hand2mind.com/CloseReadingG3&afftrack=
https://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=923834&u=2101943&m=68259&urllink=www.hand2mind.com/CloseReadingG4&afftrack=
https://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=923834&u=2101943&m=68259&urllink=www.hand2mind.com/CloseReadingG4&afftrack=


This resource was created by Jennifer Findley. It may be printed and 

photocopied for single classroom use. It may not be put on the 

Internet, sold, or distributed in any form. Check out my store for more 

resources for grades 3-5.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.

Thanks! 

Jennifer Findley

www.JenniferFindley.com
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