
Earth Day Read alouds
Free Printables

grades 4-5



Use these printables with The 
Tree Lady.

Example Themes:
• Never give up on what is important to 

you.
• Be persistent.
• One person can make an impact.
• Never let others tell you what you can or 

cannot like/do.



The Tree Lady
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Directions: After reading The Tree Lady, answer the two questions.

Name: ______________________________________ Date: __________

What is a possible theme for 
the story?

What evidence from the 
story supports the 

theme you chose?
_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________



The Tree Lady

Character: Kate Sessions Character Trait: Persistence

Text evidence

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _________________

Directions: Find text evidence to support the conclusion that Kate 
exhibits the character trait of persistence.

Text evidence

Text evidence Text evidence
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The Tree Lady

Character: Kate Sessions Character Trait: ________________

Text evidence

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _________________

Directions: Write the character trait best exhibited by Kate in the read 
aloud. Then, find text evidence to support that character trait.

Text evidence

Text evidence Text evidence
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The tree lady
Name: _______________________________ Date: _______________

What were some of the things that Kate was passionate about?

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

What is something in your life that you are passionate about? What 
steps will you take to make sure your passion is fulfilled?

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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Use these printables with one 
Plastic Bag.

Example Themes:
• Sometimes small things can have big 

impacts.
• What is convenient is not always the best.
• Even one person with an idea can make 

an impact.



One plastic bag
Name: ________________________________________________ Date: ______________

What is a possible theme of the story?

What details and events support the theme?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Directions: Read One Plastic Bag. Use details from the text to 
complete the organizer below.
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One Plastic Bag
Directions: Read One Plastic Bag. Use details from the story to 
answer the questions.

1. How did Isatou’s feelings about the plastic bag change 
throughout the story?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. What caused Isatou to realize the plastic bags were causing 
more of a problem than just being ugly to look at?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________________________ Date: __________
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The Tree Lady

Character: Isatou Ceesay Character Trait: ________________

Text evidence

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _________________

Directions: Write one of the character traits exhibited by Isatou in the 
read aloud. Then, find text evidence to support that character trait.

Text evidence

Text evidence Text evidence
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Use these printables with 
either of the read alouds.



The power of you
Name: _______________________________ Date: _______________

What is one environmental concern or problem you see in your 
community? Describe it in detail, including the causes and effects.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Make a plan of what you can do to make an impact on that concern 
or problem.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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Character reactions
Character: ______________________________

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _________________

What is the challenge or problem faced by the 
character?

How does the character respond or react to the 
challenge or problem?
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Use these printables with BOTH
of the read alouds as a paired 

text lesson.



The power of one
Name: _______________________________ Date: _______________

How do both read alouds explore the theme of one person making an 
impact on the environment? Write an analysis that includes details 
from both read alouds in your response.

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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Both



Comparing Characters

Character: Kate Sessions

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _________________

Character: Isatou Ceesay

Both

Title: The Tree Lady Title: One Plastic Bag
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This resource was created by Jennifer Findley.
• It may be printed and photocopied for single classroom use. 
• It may be placed on secure learning management systems or platforms 

such as Canvas and Google Classroom.

• It may not be put on the open, searchable, unsecure Internet, sold, or 
distributed in any other form. 

• It may not be added to the Canvas Commons and shared with other 
teachers.

Check out my store for more resources for grades 3-5.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.

Thanks! 
Jennifer Findley

www.JenniferFindley.com

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Amy-Groesbeck-Fonts-The-GROWING-Bundle-2948529
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Jennifer-Findley
http://www.jenniferfindley.com/
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