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theme the real-world life lesson that a 

text teaches the reader

inference a conclusion that is made by a 

reader using evidence from a 

text combined with the reader’s 
background knowledge

resolution the way that a conflict or 
problem is solved in a story

summary a retelling of the main events in a 

text in a shorter version

plot the key events that happen 

during the story; may include a 

conflict to be overcome

characters the people or animals who are in 

the story and are important to 

the story

setting the location and time in which a 

story takes place

main idea the most important piece of 

information that the author wants 

the reader to understand
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supporting 
details

facts or details that support and 

elaborate on the main idea of a 

text

context clues words and phrases in a text that 
help the reader determine the 

meanings of unknown words

conflict the problem or challenge in the 

story that must be overcome

1st person 
point of view

this is when the narrator is one 

of the characters and the story 

is told from his or her viewpoint

3rd person 
point of view

this is when the narrator is not a 

part of the story

metaphor a figure of speech that 
compares two unlike things by 

directly stating that one is the 

other

simile a figure of speech that 
compares two unlike things 

using like or as

point of view the perspective from which a 

story is written

Vocabulary

©Jennifer Findley www.JenniferFindley.com



main point or 
claim

the belief, opinion, or 
argument that the author of a 

text is claiming or proving

reasons facts, details, or other sources 

of information that support an 

author’s claim or main point

firsthand
account

a description of an event by 

someone who was there to see 

the event or experience it

secondhand
account 

a description of an event by 

someone who was not there to 

see the event

chronological
order

a text structure that arranges 

events or steps in order of time 

of occurrence 

compare and 
contrast

a text structure that describes 

the similarities and differences 

between two or more topics

cause and 
effect

a text structure that writes 

about events and actions and 

their causes and effects

problem and 
solution

a type of text structure that 

writes about a problem and 

how it can be or is solved
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Despair sadness Happiness

anger rage Harmony

Delicious Delectable disgusting

Funny Amusing unamusing

affordable Expensive inexpensive

Audience Spectators Performers

Protect Defend Attack

Rapid Quick slow

Miniature Tiny Giant

cautious careful reckless

Synonyms & antonyms
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Noisy Loud Quiet

Buy Sell purchase

isolate separate combine

Innocent Blameless guilty

permanent Eternal temporary

Private public secluded

Empty Vacant occupied

difficult Challenging simple

Old elderly young

Ordinary Plain spectacular
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This resource was created by Jennifer Findley. It may be printed and 

photocopied for single classroom use. It may not be put on the Internet, sold, 

or distributed in any form.  Check out my store for more resources that are 

common core aligned.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.
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