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Common Core Alignment

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.a
Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, 
in context.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/


Similes
A comparison of two 
unlike things using like 

or as.

Examples:
The boy ran as fast as 

lightning when he realized 
he was late.

The stars twinkled like 
diamonds in the night sky.



metaphors
A comparison of two 
unlike things without 

using like or as.

Examples:
The sounds of the basketball 

player were thunder to my ear 
as he ran down the court.

My room was a tornado and 
desperately needed cleaning.



personification
Gives human qualities or 
characteristics (actions, 
feelings, thoughts) to 

nonhuman objects, ideas, 
or animals

Examples:
The wind whispered my 
name and the branches 
from the nearby tree 

beckoned me.

Adriana’s desk was lonely 
when she was absent.



hyperbole
An extreme 

exaggeration

Examples:
The test was taking me 

forever to finish.

After walking a mile in gym 
class, my legs and feet 

were killing me.





Simile

metaphor

personification

hyperbole

Cut the flappable around the outside. Cut the lines to 
create flaps. Glue the narrow tab to the notebook. Lift 
the flaps to write the definition and/or examples of 

each type of figurative language.



Cut the flappable around the outside. Cut the lines to 
create flaps. Glue the narrow tabs to the notebook. Lift 

the flaps to write the definition and/or examples of 
each type of figurative language.



Simile or Metaphor
Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________
Directions: Determine if the sentence contains a simile, metaphor, or 
neither. Write your answer on the line.

1. After sleeping all night, the young boy felt like a hibernating bear.

2. Miguel adores his little sister, but he likes spending time with his 
little brother more.

3. Mrs. Taylor was a mama bear protecting her class from the 
bullies on the playground.

4. The bees swirled around their beehive like a tornado on full 
speed.

5. The teacher thought her directions were as clear as crystal, but 
apparently they were not.

6. Her eyes were diamonds as she received the news that her 
project had been chosen for the final round of competition.

7. The thunder was terribly loud and hurt Mischa’s ears.
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Simile or Metaphor
Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________
Directions: Determine if the sentence contains a simile, metaphor, or 
neither. Write your answer on the line.

1. After sleeping all night, the young boy felt like a hibernating bear.

2. Miguel adores his little sister, but he likes spending time with his 
little brother more.

3. Mrs. Taylor was a mama bear protecting her class from the 
bullies on the playground.

4. The bees swirled around their beehive like a tornado on full 
speed.

5. The teacher thought her directions were as clear as crystal, but 
apparently they were not.

6. Her eyes were diamonds as she received the news that her 
project had been chosen for the final round of competition.
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©
Je

nn
ife

r 
Fin

dl
ey

Answer Key

simile

neither

metaphor

simile

simile

metaphor

neither



Personification or Hyperbole
Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________
Directions: Determine if the sentence contains personification, hyperbole, 
or neither. Write your answer on the line.

1. The couch heaved a great sigh when the group of boys jumped onto 
it.

2. This assignment will take me forever to complete.

3. The cuddly puppy barked while the children played with him.

4. The books were stacked a mile high on her desk and were at risk of 
toppling at any moment.

5. During the winter season, the trees shed their bright clothing and 
bare their branches.

6. That has to be the prettiest dress that I have ever seen.

7. Jeremiah’s stomach grumbled and begged to be fed.

8. During the storm, the lightning danced across the sky.

9. I was so surprised when my mother told me the news that I could 
have been knocked over by a feather.
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Personification or Hyperbole
Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________
Directions: Determine if the sentence contains personification, hyperbole, 
or neither. Write your answer on the line.

1. The couch heaved a great sigh when the group of boys jumped onto 
it.

2. This assignment will take me forever to complete.

3. The cuddly puppy barked while the children played with him.

4. The books were stacked a mile high on her desk and were at risk of 
toppling at any moment.

5. During the winter season, the trees shed their bright clothing and 
bare their branches.

6. That has to be the prettiest dress that I have ever seen.

7. Jeremiah’s stomach grumbled and begged to be fed.

8. During the storm, the lightning danced across the sky.

9. I was so surprised when my mother told me the news that I could 
have been  knocked over by a feather.
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Answer Key

personification

hyperbole

neither

hyperbole

personification

neither

personification

personification

hyperbole



Figurative Language
Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________
Directions: Identify the type of figurative language used in the 
sentences and explain its meaning.

1. The bread in the package was moldy and as old as dirt.

2. The wind howled in the night, waking up the small boy.

3. After saving his money all year, he had a ton of money to spend at 
the store.

4. The woman’s hair was silk to the touch, and the child loved touching it.

5. The old, creaky stairs groaned under the heavy weight of the men.

6. Mrs. Jensen had beautiful hair that was as white as snow.

7. Jeffery always buys a million different types of food at the 
grocery store, filling his cart to the brim.
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Figurative Language
Name: __________________________________________ Date: _______________
Directions: Identify the type of figurative language used in the 
sentences and explain its meaning.

1. The bread in the package was moldy and as old as dirt.

2. The wind howled in the night, waking up the small boy.

3. After saving his money all year, he had a ton of money to spend at 
the store.

4. The woman’s hair was silk to the touch, and the child loved touching it.

5. The old, creaky stairs groaned under the heavy weight of the men.

6. Mrs. Jensen had beautiful hair that was as white as snow.

7. Jeffery always buys a million different types of food at the 
grocery store, filling his cart to the brim.
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Answer Key

simile: The bread was very old.

personification: The wind was strong and loud.

Hyperbole: The boy had a lot of money.

Metaphor: The woman’s hair was very soft.

Personification: The stairs were older and made noises.

Simile: Mrs. Jensen’s hair was extremely white.

Hyperbole: Jeffery bought a lot of different items.



Day 1
Identify the two items being compared and explain the meaning of the simile.

1. The girl’s hair was as soft as velvet.

2. After playing outside for an hour, my hands were like ice.

3. My first try at making cookies produced cookies that were as hard as rocks.

4. The clouds were like huge, puffy marshmallows when Marsha looked at them.

5. The pool was like a bucket of ice when Miguel jumped in, and he quickly 
climbed out.

Day 2
Explain the meaning of the metaphor.

1.  My dad always says I am a bear in the mornings.

2.  My room has been an oven ever since the temperature increased.

3.   When the girl saw her present, her eyes were sparkling diamonds.

4.  While walking up the stage’s steps to give my speech, my legs were jelllo.

Determine if the sentence contains a metaphor or simile.

5. The swimmer was graceful as a swan as he dove into the water.

6. Joe’s hands were sandpaper after working all day.
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Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________



Day 3
Determine if the sentence below uses hyperbole. If it does, explain the 
meaning of the hyperbole.

1. The books were stacked a mile high in the media center.

2. Sara is much taller than her mother.

3. James claimed he was so hungry that he could eat an entire cow.

4. I have a million things to complete after school today.

5. After finishing the book, I cried an ocean of tears at the tragic ending.

Day 4
Determine if the sentence contains personification. If it does, underline the 
item being personified. Circle how it is being personified.

1. The dying plant begged to be watered.

2. The group of fish swam near the boat.

3. The cake was calling out to me and begging to be eaten.

4. The sun peeked out from under the clouds, smiling down at the world 
below.

5. The car hummed to life under the mechanic’s capable hands.

6. The puppy ran clumsily from child to child, wagging his tail the entire time.

7. After a long day of work, my bed was calling my name.
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Day 1
Identify the two items being compared and explain the meaning of the simile.

1. The girl’s hair was as soft as velvet.

2. After playing outside for an hour, my hands were like ice.

3. My first try at making cookies produced cookies that were as hard as rocks.

4. The clouds were like huge, puffy marshmallows when Marsha looked at them.

5. The pool was like a bucket of ice when Miguel jumped in, and he quickly 
climbed out.

Day 2
Explain the meaning of the metaphor.

1.  My dad always says I am a bear in the mornings.

2.  My room has been an oven ever since the temperature increased.

3.   When the girl saw her present, her eyes were sparkling diamonds.

4.  While walking up the stage’s steps to give my speech, my legs were jelllo.

Determine if the sentence contains a metaphor or simile.

5. The swimmer was graceful as a swan as he dove into the water.

6. Joe’s hands were sandpaper after working all day.
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Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________Answer Key

hair and velvet. Her hair was extremely soft and smooth.

hands and ice. His or her hands were very cold.

cookies and rocks. The cookies were burned and hard.

clouds and marshmallows. The clouds were large, fluffy., and white 
and resembled marshmallows.

pool and bucket of ice. The water was extremely cold.

The boy or girl is grumpy or angry in the morning.

The room is very hot.

The girl was very excited about the present.

The person was nervous.

simile

metaphor



Day 3
Determine if the sentence below uses hyperbole. If it does, explain the 
meaning of the hyperbole.

1. The books were stacked a mile high in the media center.

2. Sara is much taller than her mother.

3. James claimed he was so hungry that he could eat an entire cow.

4. I have a million things to complete after school today.

5. After finishing the book, I cried an ocean of tears at the tragic ending.

Day 4
Determine if the sentence contains personification. If it does, underline the 
item being personified. Circle how it is being personified.

1. The dying plant begged to be watered.

2. The group of fish swam near the boat.

3. The cake was calling out to me and begging to be eaten.

4. The sun peeked out from under the clouds, smiling down at the world 
below.

5. The car hummed to life under the mechanic’s capable hands.

6. The puppy ran clumsily from child to child, wagging his tail the entire time.

7. After a long day of work, my bed was calling my name.
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Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________Answer Key

Hyperbole. The books were stacked very high.

Not a hyperbole.

Hyperbole. The boy was extremely hungry.

Hyperbole. The person has multiple items to complete.

Hyperbole. The ending made the person very sad.

personification

personification

personification

personification

personification

Not personification

Not personification



Quiz

Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________

1. Which sentence contains a simile?

A. The pizza was quite cold and not very appealing.

B. Even though I like pizza, it is not my favorite meal.

C. The pizza was served so quickly that it was like fire in my mouth

D. Pizzas were stacked a mile high on the counter.

2. Which sentence contains a metaphor?

A. The boy was quite angry at being woken up so early.

B. The boy was a bear when he was woken up too early.

C. The bed was soon emptied as the boy tumbled to the floor.

D. The boy quickly scrambled under his cover.

3. Which sentence contains hyperbole?

A. Coach Penney is the tallest staff member at our school.

B. Coach Penney makes us run three laps during P.E.

C. Coach Penney has eyes that are as black as coal.

D. Coach Penney told us we would have to run forever if we did not 

concentrate.

4. Which sentence contains personification?

A. The fish swam through the ocean, unaware of the shark nearby.

B. The fish swam right towards the shark.

C. Danger lurked around the corner, but the fish was unaware.

D. Sharks will consume multiple fish each day.
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Quiz
Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________

5. Identify the type and determine the meaning of the example of 
figurative language found in the following sentence.

Time flies and waits for no one.

6. Identify the type and determine the meaning of the example of 
figurative language found in the following sentence.

The boy rushed into his house, grabbed the water, and drank like a fish.

7. Identify the type and determine the meaning of the example of 
figurative language found in the following sentence.

Her family was a mountain of strength during her time of need.

8. Identify the type and determine the meaning of the example of 
figurative language found in the following sentence.

This homework will take me ages to understand and even longer to 
complete.
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Answer Key

C

B

D

C

Quiz

Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________

1. Which sentence contains a simile?

A. The pizza was quite cold and not very appealing.

B. Even though I like pizza, it is not my favorite meal.

C. The pizza was served so quickly that it was like fire in my mouth

D. Pizzas were stacked a mile high on the counter.

2. Which sentence contains a metaphor?

A. The boy was quite angry at being woken up so early.

B. The boy was a bear when he was woken up too early.

C. The bed was soon emptied as the boy tumbled to the floor.

D. The boy quickly scrambled under his cover.

3. Which sentence contains hyperbole?

A. Coach Penney is the tallest staff member at our school.

B. Coach Penney makes us run three laps during P.E.

C. Coach Penney has eyes that are as black as coal.

D. Coach Penney told us we would have to run forever if we did not 

concentrate.

4. Which sentence contains personification?

A. The fish swam through the ocean, unaware of the shark nearby.

B. The fish swam right towards the shark.

C. Danger lurked around the corner, but the fish was unaware.

D. Sharks will consume multiple fish each day.



Quiz
Name: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________

5.    Identify the type and determine the meaning of the example of 
figurative language found in the following sentence.

Time flies and waits for no one.

6.     Identify the type and determine the meaning of the example of 
figurative language found in the following sentence.

The boy rushed into his house, grabbed the water, and drank like a fish.

7.      Identify the type and determine the meaning of the example of 
figurative language found in the following sentence.

Her family was a mountain of strength during her time of need.

8.       Identify the type and determine the meaning of the example of 
figurative language found in the following sentence.

This homework will take me ages to understand and even longer to 
complete.
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Answer Key

personification

simile

metaphor

hyperbole



The purchase of this resource allows you to use the resource in one classroom. 

The resource may not be posted online through an unprotected server. If you like 

this resource, make sure you check out my other Common Core Aligned 

Resources.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.

Thanks! 

Jennifer Findley
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