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About the Resource

These word problem graphic organizers/mats help walk students through the thinking and analyzing process
that is automatic for us. Through this analysis, the students have a better chance of comprehending the
word problem, choosing the correct operation to solve it, and determining if their answers make sense.

You have a ton of variety in how you choose to use these organizers, however | recommend following this
sequence:

1. Infroduce the organizer/mat by going over the steps and how they help the student comprehend
the word problem and/or organize their work. Understanding the purpose behind the organizer is
huge with students because you don't want them to view it as busy work.

2. Model how to complete the organizer/mat whole group with at least one word problem (and
more if the students need it and depending on the complexity of the organizer you choose).

3. Allow the students to work in pairs or triads to complete the organizer as a form of guided practice
before they are required to do so independently.

Also, placing the word problem organizers/mats in page protectors and letting the students use dry erase
markers instantly makes it more engaging.

Here are some ways you can use these word problem mats to help your students practice analyzing word
problems:

* Math centfers

«  Small group teaching

* Independent work

« Homework — send home a page protector and expo marker and let the students use the mats at
home or they can use the mats as a guide as they work through word problems. These organizers
will also help parents support students if they struggle with a word problem.

Click here to read more about how to use these organizers.



https://jenniferfindley.com/word-problem-strategies-analyzing-word-problems-with-free-organizers-mats
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Multiplication-and-Division-Word-Problems-No-Prep-Intervention-1679807
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Adding-and-Subtracting-Fractions-Mixed-Numbers-Word-Problems-No-Prep-1682118
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Multiplying-and-Dividing-with-Fractions-Mixed-Numbers-Word-Problems-No-Prep-1706381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Decimal-Word-Problems-All-Operations-No-Prep-Intervention-1683864
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Multi-Step-Word-Problems-Whole-Numbers-Fractions-Decimals-Intervention-1685542
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Word-Problems-BUNDLE-with-Digital-Word-Problems-1706394
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Addition-and-Subtraction-Word-Problems-No-Prep-Intervention-1721623
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Multiplication-and-Division-Word-Problems-No-Prep-Intervention-1708280
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Fraction-Word-Problems-No-Prep-Intervention-1713159
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Multi-Step-Word-Problems-No-Prep-Intervention-1720419
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Word-Problems-Bundle-with-Digital-Word-Problems-1727047
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Multiplication-and-Division-Basic-Facts-No-Prep-Intervention-7758322
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IMPORTANT GOOGLE SLIDES INFORMATION

Make sure you're logged in under the Google Account that you want
to use the file with, which is most likely your school account.

Click on the links on the next page to access the digital versions. The
webpage will ask you to make a copy. By default, Google Drive will
save your copy in your main drive, not a folder.

. To assign students pages from the Google Slides file, make a copy of

your master. (You can do this by right-clicking on the file, or while the file
Is open, going to FILE > MAKE A COPY.)

Rename your new copy. Delete any pages you don’t want to assign.
This will allow you to assign all of the slides at once or only a few at a
time.

If you're using the file with Google Classroom, make sure you make a
copy for each student. Otherwise, all of your students will be editing the
same Copy.

Click here for more help with assigning Google Slides through Google
Classroom.

© Jennifer Findley
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https://jenniferfindley.com/how-to-assign-google-slide-activities-free-guide/

Click here to make a COPY of the word
problem mats/organizers o your drive.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1n8nnctv7Obt88911eRZPPzeRXE3wmADSr9XwvsAhB20/copy

What operation are you planning to use to solve the problem? Write or underline the evidence from

the problem that supports the operation.

Show‘ your math work here.

—_———

Write the answer in a complete
sentence here.

© Jennifer Findley



What operation are you planning to use to solve the problem? Write or underline the evidence from

the problem that supports the operation.

Solve"rhe problem.

Does your answer make sense?
How do you know?
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What operation are you planning to use to solve the problem? Write or underline the evidence from

the problem that supports the operation.

Solve"rhe problem.

Prove that your answer is
correct.
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What operation are you planning to use to solve the problem? Write or underline the evidence from

the problem that supports the operation.

Solve"rhe problem.

Does your answer make sense?
How do you know?

Prove that your answer is
correct.
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Retell the problem in your own words.

What operation are you thinking will solve this
problem? Why?

Show your math work here.

Write the answer to the problem in a complete
sentence.

Does your answer make sense? How do you
know?

© Jennifer Findley



Retell the problem in your own words.

What operation are you thinking will solve this
problem? Why?

Show your math work here.

Write the answer to the problem in a complete
sentence.

Prove that your answer is correct.
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Retell the problem in your own words.

What operation are you thinking will solve this
problem? Why?

Solve the problem.

Does your answer make sense? How do you
know?

Prove that your answer is correct.

© Jennifer Findley



What do you know? List the important details ] [ what do you need to find out? Explain what you ‘
and numbers. are looking to determine in your own words.

Show your math work here.

Write the answer in a complete sentence here.

© Jennifer Findley



What do you know? List the important details
and numbers.

What do you need to find out? Explain what you ‘
are looking to determine in your own words.

Solve the problem and include the answer in a complete sentence.

Explain your answer. Explain the steps you took and justify your answer.

© Jennifer Findley



What operations are you planning to use to solve the problem? Write or underline the evidence from

the problem that supports the operations.

Show‘ your math work here.

—_———

Write the answer in a complete
sentence here.

© Jennifer Findley



How many steps will it take you to solve the
problem?

What operation will you need for each step?

Solve the problem by completing each step in a separate box.

Write the answer in a complete sentence here.

© Jennifer Findley



How many steps will it take you to solve the What operation will you need for each step?

problem?

Solve the problem by completing each step in a separate box. Depending on the problem, you may \
not need all of the boxes.

Write the answer in a complete sentence here.
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How many steps will it take you to solve the What operation will you need for each step?

problem?

Solve the problem by completing each step in a separate box. Depending on the problem, you may \
not need all of the boxes.

Write the answer in a complete sentence here.
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This resource was created by Jennifer Findley.

« |t may be printed and photocopied for single classroom use.

« It may be placed on secure learning management systems or platforms such as Canvas and
Google Classroom. It may NOT be placed in the Canvas Commons or shared via any other
teacher sharing platform.

* |t may not be put on the open, searchable, unsecure Internet, sold, or distributed in any other
form.

Check out my store for more resources that are common core aligned.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.

www.JenniferFindley.com

Thanks!
Jennifer Findley PinkPueblo.com
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Jennifer-Findley
http://www.jenniferfindley.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Groesbeck
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
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