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About the resource
This resource includes 40 printable and digital task cards that review simple, compound, and complex 
sentences.

The questions ask a variety of questions and require the students to:
• Identify if a given sentence is simple or compound
• Identify if a given sentence is simple or complex
• Identify if a given sentence is compound or complex
• Identify if a given sentence is simple, compound, or complex
• Create compound sentences from simple sentences
• Create complex sentence from simple sentences

Digital Grammar Task Cards
• The digital grammar task cards are available in Google Slides. 

• The task cards have been redesigned for optimal digital use.

• Interactive elements and/or choices have been added to the digital versions to make the task 
cards interactive and engaging (and to take advantage of digital capabilities).

See the next page for digital access.
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1. Make sure that you’re logged in under the Google Account you want to use the file with, which is 
most likely your school account.

2. Click on the link below to access the digital file. The webpage will ask you to make a copy. By 
default, Google Drive will save your copy in your main drive, not a folder.

3. Some of the slides contain text boxes for students to type their answers into or interactive moveable 
pieces. The students must be in “edit” mode (and not “present” mode).

4. To assign students pages from the Google Slides file, make a copy of your master. (You can do this 
by right-clicking on the file, or while the file is open, go to FILE > MAKE A COPY.)

5. Rename your new copy. Delete any pages you don’t want to assign.

6. If you’re using the file with Google Classroom, make sure that you make a copy for each student.
Otherwise, all of your students will be editing the same copy.

Need a step-by-step guide for assigning Google SLIDES through Google Classroom? Click here!

Click here to COPY to your drive.

Digital Access

https://jenniferfindley.com/how-to-assign-google-slide-activities-free-guide/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ob2VntbyslfA_GssrJ-gqOFSKU6KQEN23z8UI54Dkqw/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ob2VntbyslfA_GssrJ-gqOFSKU6KQEN23z8UI54Dkqw/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ob2VntbyslfA_GssrJ-gqOFSKU6KQEN23z8UI54Dkqw/copy


Simple, 
Compound, or 

Complex



1 2

3 4

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

I thought I saw a monster in 
my closet, but it was just my 

coat. 

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

I went for a walk in the rain 
today. 

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

Mr. Jackson is the best boss 
in the world, and he brings 

us free donuts every 
morning!

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

I’ve never met her before, 
and I don’t want to.



5 6

7 8

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

I thought I told you to 
play quietly!

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

The knight quickly 
dismounted his horse.

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

Zara hated walking to 
school every morning, 

so she asked her mom if 
she could ride the bus. 

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

Please put the knives, 
forks, and spoons in the 

drawer. 



9 10

11 12

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

I always read a chapter 
from my book before I go 

to bed.

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

Don’t forget to brush your 
teeth!

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

Adriana was a patient, 
thoughtful, and intelligent 

girl.

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

Joel almost fell into the 
pond when he leaned 

over.  



13 14

15 16

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

Tamar knelt slowly beside 
the wet and hungry dog. 

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

I waited for Julie and 
Francis for almost an 

hour.

Is the sentence below simple 
or complex?

Whenever I feel lonely, I 
remember that I have many 
friends who care about me.

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

I usually get up at six 
o’clock every morning.  



17 18

19 20

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Although she lost the race, 
Lainey felt as happy as if she 

had won. 

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Angelina wanted to meet the 
band, so we waited outside 
the concert venue for them.

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

We have been quite 
content ever since we 

moved into our new home. 

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

I can’t seem to do my laundry 
correctly, so everything 
always comes out pink!



21 22

23 24

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

There was only one thing I 
was sure of: Gordon and I 
would always be best of 

friends. 

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Maya rushed out of the 
building, completely 

forgetting about her dance 
lesson.

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Elizabeth, who had a cold, 
was excused from school 

that day. 

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Due to the circumstances, I 
don’t think you should be 

allowed to return to this store. 



25 26

27 28

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

February is the shortest 
month of the year. 

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

If you’re going to listen 
to music, can you please 

wear headphones?

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

My mother, a huge 
worrier, asked me to call 

her every day I was at 
summer camp.

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

I didn’t want to be late 
to the party, so I left 

earlier than I needed to. 



29 30

31 32

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

World War II lasted for six 
years; it took place 

between 1939 and 1945. 

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

I like to eat fruit and 
yogurt for breakfast 

every morning. 

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

After class, the teacher 
had a short conference 
at her desk with each 

student. 

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

I don’t like dishonest 
people, nor do I 

appreciate cruel jokes.



33 34

35 36

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 
compound sentence.

Julie likes to keep her 
room organized.  

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 
compound sentence.

I love dark chocolate. 

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 
compound sentence.

My favorite outdoor 
activity is horseback 

riding.

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 
compound sentence.

Mrs. Jensen wanted her 
students to like her. 



37 38

39 40

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 

complex sentence.

We all drank hot 
chocolate by the fire. 

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 

complex sentence.

My friend Lisa put a frog 
on the teacher’s desk. 

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 

complex sentence.

I always listen to soothing 
music. 

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 

complex sentence.

You should tell me all 
your dreams and goals. 



Simple, 
Compound, or 

Complex



1 2

3 4

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

I thought I saw a monster in 
my closet, but it was just my 

coat. 

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

I went for a walk in the rain 
today. 

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

Mr. Jackson is the best boss 
in the world, and he brings 

us free donuts every 
morning!

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

I’ve never met her before, 
and I don’t want to.



5 6

7 8

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

I thought I told you to 
play quietly!

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

The knight quickly 
dismounted his horse.

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

Please put the knives, 
forks, and spoons in the 

drawer. 

Is the sentence below 
simple or compound?

Zara hated walking to 
school every morning, 

so she asked her mom if 
she could ride the bus. 



9 10

11 12

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

I always read a chapter 
from my book before I go 

to bed.

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

Don’t forget to brush your 
teeth!

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

Adriana was a patient, 
thoughtful, and intelligent 

girl.

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

Joel almost fell into the 
pond when he leaned 

over.  



13 14

15 16

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

Tamar knelt slowly beside 
the wet and hungry dog. 

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

I waited for Julie and 
Francis for almost an 

hour.

Is the sentence below simple 
or complex?

Whenever I feel lonely, I 
remember that I have many 
friends who care about me.

Is the sentence below 
simple or complex?

I usually get up at six 
o’clock every morning.  



17 18

19 20

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Although she lost the race, 
Lainey felt as happy as if she 

had won. 

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Angelina wanted to meet the 
band, so we waited outside 
the concert venue for them.

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

We have been quite 
content ever since we 

moved into our new home. 

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

I can’t seem to do my laundry 
correctly, so everything 
always comes out pink!



21 22

23 24

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

There was only one thing I 
was sure of: Gordon and I 
would always be best of 

friends. 

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Maya rushed out of the 
building, completely 

forgetting about her dance 
lesson.

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Elizabeth, who had a cold, 
was excused from school 

that day. 

Is the sentence below 
compound or complex?

Due to the circumstances, I 
don’t think you should be 

allowed to return to this store. 



25 26

27 28

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

February is the shortest 
month of the year. 

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

If you’re going to listen 
to music, can you please 

wear headphones?

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

My mother, a huge 
worrier, asked me to call 

her every day I was at 
summer camp.

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

I didn’t want to be late 
to the party, so I left 

earlier than I needed to. 



29 30

31 32

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

World War II lasted for six 
years; it took place 

between 1939 and 1945. 

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

I like to eat fruit and 
yogurt for breakfast 

every morning. 

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?

After class, the teacher 
had a short conference 
at her desk with each 

student. 

Is the sentence below 
simple, compound, or 

complex?
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33 34

35 36

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 
compound sentence.

Julie likes to keep her 
room organized.  

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 
compound sentence.

I love dark chocolate. 

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 
compound sentence.

My favorite outdoor 
activity is horseback 

riding.

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 
compound sentence.

Mrs. Jensen wanted her 
students to like her. 



37 38

39 40

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 

complex sentence.

We all drank hot 
chocolate by the fire. 

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 

complex sentence.

My friend Lisa put a frog 
on the teacher’s desk. 

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 

complex sentence.

I always listen to soothing 
music. 

Change the simple 
sentence below into a 

complex sentence.

You should tell me all 
your dreams and goals. 



Name ________________________ Date ______________
© Jennifer Findley

Recording Sheet

1. 2. 3. 4.

5. 6. 7. 8.

9. 10. 11. 12.

13. 14. 15. 16.

17. 18. 19. 20.

Simple, compound, and complex sentences



Name ________________________ Date ______________
© Jennifer Findley

Recording Sheet

21. 22. 23. 24.

25. 26. 27. 28.

29. 30. 31. 32.

33. 34. 35. 36.

37. 38. 39. 40.

Simple, compound, and complex sentences



© Jennifer Findley

Answer Key

Click HERE for Digital Answer Keys. 

1. compound 2. simple 3. compound 4. compound

5. simple 6. simple 7. compound 8. simple

9. complex 10. simple 11. simple 12. complex

13. complex 14. simple 15. complex 16. simple

17. complex 18. compound 19. complex 20. compound

21. compound 22. complex 23. complex 24. complex

25. simple 26. complex 27. complex 28. compound

29. compound 30. simple 31. complex 32. compound

33. Example: Julie likes to 
keep her room 
organized, so she cleans 
and does laundry every 
day.

34. Example: I love dark 
chocolate, but I hate 
chocolate with nuts. 

35. Example: My favorite 
outdoor activity is 
horseback riding, and I 
go to the stables twice a 
month. 

36. Example: Mrs. Jenson 
wanted her students to 
like her, so she brought 
them some homemade 
cookies. 

37. Example:
We all drank hot 
chocolate by the fire 
during the snowstorm.

38. Example: My friend 
Lisa, a born 
troublemaker, put a frog 
on the teacher’s desk. 

39. Example: I always 
listen to soothing music 
whenever I am working. 

40. Example: Now that 
we are friends, you 
should tell me all your 
dreams and goals. 

Simple, compound, and complex sentences

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ayvMRDb3CNCpHjErrRZ3t5txZY0FZH5E-m0nlEido4c/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ayvMRDb3CNCpHjErrRZ3t5txZY0FZH5E-m0nlEido4c/copy


This resource was created by Jennifer Findley, LLC.
• It may be printed and photocopied for single classroom use. 
• It may be placed on secure learning management systems or platforms such as Canvas and Google 

Classroom. It may NOT be put in the Canvas Commons.

• It may not be put on the open, searchable, unsecure Internet, sold, or distributed in any other form.

Check out my store for more resources that are common core aligned.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.

Thanks! 
Jennifer Findley

www.JenniferFindley.com

WJAS-G4VB-NDGM-7MHD
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