
Questions & Prompts
Word Problems



Use these questions and prompts to help students before they begin to solve a 
problem and after they solve the problem.

Before After
• What is happening in the problem? 
• What is the problem telling you? 

What is the problem asking you?
• What are the important numbers?
• What does this problem make you 

think of?
• Who and what is the problem about?
• Can you retell the problem in your 

own words?
• How can you use a model to show 

the problem?
• What operation does this situation 

make you think of?
• How can you show the word problem 

in an equation?
• What information do you need to find 

the answer?
• What is your first step? What is 

your next step?

• How did you find your answer?
• How do you know your answer is 

correct?
• Does your answer match the 

question that is being asked? 
• Does your answer make sense? 

How do you know?
• Did you fully answer the question? 

Is there more than one question?
• How would you prove that your 

answer is correct?
• What steps did you take to get 

your answer?
• How can you make sure your 

answer is clear and complete?
• Can you solve this problem another 

way? Do you get the same answer?

Questions and Prompts to Use When 
Supporting Students with 

WORD PROBLEMS

EXTRA TIPS FOR Teaching:
• Introduce new concepts with simple and relatable word problem contexts.
• Provide regular exposure to word problems.
• Connect problems to students’ lives and experiences.
• Provide opportunities for regular discussion and sharing.
• Model your thinking when reading and solving word problems during instruction.
• Provide students with a step-by-step way to work through understanding and 

solving a word problem.
• Get hands-on. Use hands-on sorts and interactive digital activities. © Jennifer Findley
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This resource was created by Jennifer Findley.
• It may be printed and photocopied for single classroom use. 
• It may be placed on secure learning management systems or platforms 

such as Canvas and Google Classroom. It may NOT be put in the Canvas 
Commons.

• It may not be put on the open, searchable, unsecure Internet, sold, or 
distributed in any other form.  

Check out my store for more resources that are common core aligned.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.
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